Quick Tips #1 – August 2007
Luck of the Draw:

Each student puts his/her name on a slip of paper and puts that in a container.  In the last few minutes of class, divide students into collaborative pairs.  Their task is to discuss the essential question.  Draw a name from the container.  That student has the task of summarizing the day’s lesson orally to the class.  A variation:  choose two students and let them prepare the summarizing statement for the next day.  
Cheat Sheet:
Students create cheat sheets where they write the most important information in preparation for a test.  Variations:  Start with a full page cheat sheet, cut the size to 4 x 6, then 3 x 5.  A fun variation is using gum wrappers for the notes.  All of these can be used with the exam.  Great strategy for students to determine critical information!

Think-Pair-Share

1. A summarizing question is posed by the teacher.

2. Students respond individually by thinking or writing.

3. Student pair up and share responses verbally.

4. The teacher selects a few to share responses with the class.  

Two Minute Paper:

At the end of class, the teacher asks students a summarizing question.  Students have only two minutes to respond in writing.  Count down the seconds and make it fun!    

TURN OVER FOR MORE… 
Facts in Five

· Have students individually generate a personal list of the five most important concepts or facts they have learned about the topic being studied that day, or week.

· Have students move into groups of five.

· Have the group reach consensus on the five most important facts or concepts and clarify their rationale for selecting each.

· Have each group present their selections and the rationale for each selection to the larger group.

· Lead a discussion about the content identified, the similarities and differences, and about the process.

· If time is short, post the choices on the bulletin board for later examination.

1-3-6

· Have students follow the same sequence as in Facts in Five but after they work individually, have them move to groups of three and then to groups of six.

· This format takes longer, but may be most effective if students have little experience with building consensus. In fact you could start with 1-2-4 to help students learn how to talk with each other about the rationale for including certain concepts.

· Students could complete the “1” component as homework or warm-up in preparation for the discussions the next day or that day.
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